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A Far-reaching Decision

By Roy F. Cottrell

lic-school teachers at Fa City, Ne-
braska. They were also devoted mem-
bers of the Church of the Brethren:
and in the Sunday school he taught
the men’s Bible class, and she the
adult class for women. The Lord had
given them two lovely children to
gladden their home, and they were
supremely happy in their work and in
their church and community life.

A wealthy member of the same
church owned and operated a chain
of grain elevators. One day he invited
Clem into his office for a little chat.
On reaching home the young teacher
had startling news for his wife. “What
do you think, Abbie?” he exclaimed;
“1 have been offered the position as
manager of the big elevator at Man-
] .ll
e}"‘That's just wonderfull” she re-

lied; “but how we would miss our
goys and girls at the school! And
then there 1s the contract for teaching
that we have already signed.”

“Oh," replied Clem, “I'm sure that
can be arranged with the trustees of
the school district. And this seems like
such a fine opportunity, we can't af-
ford to let it slip. Do you think we
can be ready to move the first of next
week?” ;

The following days were brimful
of activity in the Stump home, and
almost before they realized it, they
were busily engaged in their new
work. Among the friend] neighbors
with whom they soon came ac-
nainted, was 2 Mrs. Prescott, a prim,
pleasant little lady, who thoroughly
enjoyed life and people. One day she
remarked: “Mrs. Stump, you IpcOple

- appear to be quite religious. I won-
dgr if you would enjoy some Chris-
tian literature that helos to make the

Bible more interesting?” So from time
to time she brought papers, booklets,
and tracts that explained the mean-
ing of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, the
prophecies of Christ's second coming,
the resurrection, the millennium, and
the new earth. 3

Clem and his wife were delighted
with this literature that opened so
many treasured truths of zKe Bible.
'I'hcz eagerly studied these themes,
thinking that the new ideas might be
a sped5 help to them in Sunday
school teaching.

But at length when the true Sab-
bath was presented, they said to them-
selves, “We're getting into too deep
water. We don't want to offend Mrs.
Prescott, and we certainly don’t want
to keep Saturday for Sunday. So what
shall we do?’ Long and anxiously
they sought a way out of their pre-
dicament. At length Clem gave up his
position with the grain elevator and
the family moved back to Falls City.
There they purchased a farm in the
country, and with their former church
and congenial friends settled down
to happy living.

Ere six months had elapsed, a Mr.
and Mrs. Ransom from North Dakota
bought the farm directly across the
road. One day Mrs. Ransom came to
call, and she opened her handbag,
saying: “Here is some literature that
we have found most interesting. 1
thought you also might like to read
16 %hey looked, and what was their
astonishment to observe that it was
just like the papers and wacts they
had received from the friend in Man-
ley. Then something very real began
toydawn upon their mi:z, and Clem
excdlaimed, “This may be God's call
to us. We had better study it through
to a finish. and find out for ourselves."

home, and about six months later,
they wholeheartedly accepted God's
message for today. |
This truth became very precious 4‘
to them, and they at once felt a deep ;
4
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responsibility to share it with their
relatives and friends. They joined
with the Ransom family in an appeal
to the officers of the Nebraska Confer-
ence to send a group of workers to

Falls City. That spring L. A. Hoopes,

Daniel Nettleton, and George A.

Wheeler, with their wives, responded i
to the call and pitched a gospel tent 1
in a beautiful grove of maple trees %
near the little city. These devoted

* workers, uplifting a crucified, risen,

and sooncoming Saviour, were

blessed of God, and at the close of the S
evangelistic series a church of some &
twenty-five or thirty members was 3
organized.

Among these were Clem'’s younger

brother, Chester, and his wife, Al-
verta, who soon entered the nurses’
training course at the Hastings Sani-
tarium in Nebraska, graduating in the
spring of 1913. Both of these young
people took postgraduate work in
Chicago, after which, for more than |
a quarter of a century, they en d
in medical missionary work at Hast-
i hester serving as anesthetist in
the hospitals of that city, and Alverta
working sometimes as nurse, and also
for a Fong period as administrative
superintendent of the Mary Lanning
Memorial Hospital.

Now let us return =

of our story with Clem and
Abbie. As soon as the little church
was organized at Falls City, they es- |
tablished a church school in their
home, where their precious children
were taught that the “fear of the Lord

is the beginning of wisdom.” A little
later, because of il] health, they moved
to Arizona, where the chil ., by

this time six ‘in number, were

iven
the privil of a Christian educa-
tion. The devoted young mother’s life

was cut short, but her earnest prayers
and consecrated efforts have been
abundantly rewarded.

Two of her sons graduated from
the College of Medical Evangelists,
one settling in northern California to
develop a wide practice and become a
pillar in the local church, the other
to become a successful physician and
surgeon in Arizona. Two others are
in educational work, one having
served as president of Philippine Un.
ion College for ten years; and after
surviving the rigors of a prison camp
during_the war, is now president of
one of our senior colleges in Amer-
ica. One has been a member of the
Arizona State Legislature; another, a -
successsful dairy er; and all but
one of the children are loval mem. |



bers of the Seventh-da enti
Church, Y Adventist
., Of the third generation in this fam.
ily, one granddaughter is the wife of a
successful evangelist in California,
while two others are employed as
academy teachers in the (z.olden
State.

As regards Chester and Alverta,
their home was blessed with two chil-
dren. Their son, who graduated from
the College of Medical Evangelists, is
one of the Master’s dedicated physi-
cians in Arizona and a leader in the
spiritual life of his church; the daugh-
ter is an enthusiastic religious and
welfare worker in the State of Wash-
inﬁlon.

n the third generation, one grand-
daughter is the faithful helpmeet of
one of our junior academy principals,
while another is rounding out her
tenth year as a consecrated mission-
ary wife in Indonesia.

With true admiration we record the
courageous decision made by those
four young people more than a half

century ago in the State of Nebraska.
All honor to them for their valiant
stand for Christ, and their undeviat-
ing allegiance to the Word of God. In
the morning of youth they cast in
their lot with the remnant people of
God, and they, together with their
children and children’s children, have
been writing many new chapters in
the (wcntictg-cenmry Book of Acts.

Today some twenty others, mostly
of the fourth generation on this fam-
ily tree, are attending Christian
schools and preparing to take places
of trust in the world’s greatest enter-
prise. Oh, what joy it will be when all
these, together with the fruits of their
labors, join the redeemed family of
God in our Father’s homeland!

Lives of dedication and devotion in-
spire us to undying loyalty to Christ.
“There is no limit to the usefulness of
one who, by putting self aside, makes
room for the working of the Hq!y
Spirit upon his heart, and lives a life
wiolly consecrated to God."—The
Desire of Ages, pp. 250, 251.



